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Country Reports on Terrorism 2007

U.S. law requires the Secretary of State to provide Congress, by April 30
e of each year, a full and complete report on terrorism with regard to
c []U NTRY those countries and groups meeting criteria set forth in the legislation.

R E PORTS ON Besides meeting Congressional requirements, the 2007 edition of the

Country Reports on Terrorism aims to inform, to stimulate constructive
TE RR 0 RIS M debate, and to enhance our collective understanding of the international
terrorist threat. The Country Reports should serve as a reference tool to
inform policymakers, the American public, and our international partners
about our efforts, progress and challenges in the war on terror.

Hundreds of people demonstrate in the streets of Istanbul,
Turkey on June 23, 2007 to protest against the bombings
that hit the country. AFP Photo.

Lo e Q . ; “: .-
Afghan men stand and ready to

offer prayers at the funeral of leg-

islator Mustafa Kazimi in Kabul,

Afghanistan on Nov. 8, 2007. AFP
Photo

British forensics police officers
remove gas canisters from the
burnt wreckage of a vehicle use
to ram a passenger terminal at
Glasgow Airport in Scotland on
July 1, 2007. AFP Photo.

http:/ /www.state.gov/s/ct/rls/crt/ 2007/
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AMBASSADOR DAILEY:d@&d morning. Thank you for attending this briefing. Besides
meeting Congressional requirements, the 2007 edition of the Country Reports on
Terrorism aims to inform, to stimulate constructive debate, and to enhance our
collective understanding of the intern ational terrorist threat. The Country Reports
should serve as a reference tool to inform policymakers, the American public, and our
international partners about our efforts, progress and challenges in the war on terror.

The 2007 Report begins with a strategic overview to illustrate trends. We note some
positives. First, working with allies and partners across the world, we created a less
permissive operating environment for terrorists, kept leaders on the move or in hiding,
and degraded their ability to pl an and mount attacks. Dozens of countries have passed
new legislation or strengthened preexisting laws that provide law enforcement and
judicial authorities with new tools to bring terrorists to justice.

(€)

2007 was marked with the affiliation of regional insurgent groups with al -Qaida. We
note, in particular, the growing threat in North Africa posed by al -Qaida in the Islamic
Maghreb, AQIM, which was known as a Salafist Group for Preaching and Combat,
GSPC prior to its September '06 merger with al -Qaida. April ‘07, AQIM launched
suicide attacks for the first time and vowed to use them as a primary tactic against
their enemies. The near-simultaneous December 11 bombings of the Algerian
Constitutional Counciland the UN headquarters in Algiers underline a substantial shift
in strategy. The attack on UN headquarters underline that AQIM now considers foreign
interests to be attractive targets.

(€)

Let me summarize, first of all, that we will not prevail againstt errorism without
embracing a holistic approach such as that employed by the Regional Strategic

Il nitiative. Over ti me, our gl obal and region
capacity to harm us and our partners, while local security and develop ment assistance
will build up partnersdé capacity. I f we are

our growing networks of partners towards our common goal in a strategic and
coordinated manner to overwhelmingly defeat this terrorist compelling chall enge.

MR. TRAVERS: Thanks, Dell. Good morning. One of the responsibilities of the National
Counterterrorism Center is to compile and maintain a database of terrorist incidents.
We then draw from that database and support the Country Reports.

See page:
http://lwww.state.gov/s/ct/rls/rm/2008/104233.htm
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